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 EXTERIOR OF STRUCTURE AND PROPERTY AREAS  
Sanitation. All exterior property and premises shall be maintained in a clean, safe and 
sanitary condition. The occupant shall keep that part of the exterior property which such 
occupant occupies or controls in a clean and sanitary condition.  
Sidewalks and driveways. All sidewalks, walkways, stairs, driveways, parking spaces and 
similar areas shall be kept in a proper state of repair, and maintained free from hazardous 
conditions.  
Weeds. All premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from weeds or plant 
growth in excess of 12 inches.  
Rodent harborage. All structures and exterior property shall be kept free from rodent 
harborage and infestation. Where rodents are found, they shall be promptly exterminated by 
approved processes which will not be injurious to human health.  
Accessory structures. All accessory structures, including detached garages, fences and 
walls, shall be maintained structurally sound and in good repair.  
Motor vehicles. Except as provided for in other regulations, no inoperative or unlicensed 
motor vehicle shall be parked, kept or stored on any premises, and no vehicle shall at any 
time be in a state of major disassembly, disrepair, or in the process of being stripped or 
dismantled. Painting of vehicles is prohibited in residential districts.  
Swimming pools. Swimming pools shall be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition, and 
in good repair. Swimming pools, hot tubs and spas, containing water more than 24 inches in 
depth, shall be completely surrounded by a fence or barrier at least 48 inches in height.  
Protective treatment. All exterior surfaces, including but not limited to, doors, door and 
window frames, cornices, porches, trim, balconies, decks and fences shall be maintained in 
good condition. Exterior wood surfaces, other than decay-resistant woods, shall be protected 
from the elements and decay by painting or other protective covering or treatment. Peeling, 
flaking and chipped paint shall be eliminated and surfaces repainted. All siding and masonry 
joints shall be maintained weather resistant and water tight.  
Premises identification. Buildings shall have approved address numbers placed in a position 
to be plainly legible and visible from the street or road fronting the property.  
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Structural members. All structural members shall be maintained free from deterioration, 
and shall be capable of safely supporting the imposed dead and live loads.  
Foundation walls. All foundation walls shall be maintained plumb and free from open 
cracks and breaks and shall be kept in such condition so as to prevent the entry of rodents and 
other pests.  
Exterior walls. All exterior walls shall be free from holes, breaks, and loose or rotting 
materials; and maintained weatherproof and properly surface coated where required to 
prevent deterioration.  
Roofs and drainage. The roof and flashing shall be sound, tight and not have defects that 
admit rain. Roof drainage shall be adequate to prevent dampness or deterioration in the walls 
or interior portion of the structure. Roof drains, gutters and downspouts shall be maintained 
in good repair and free from obstructions.  
Stairways, decks, porches and balconies. Every exterior stairway, deck, porch and balcony, 
and all appurtenances attached thereto, shall be maintained structurally sound, in good repair, 
with proper anchorage and capable of supporting the imposed loads. Every handrail and 
guard shall be firmly fastened and capable of supporting normally imposed loads and shall be 
maintained in good condition.  
Chimneys. All chimneys, and similar appurtenances shall be maintained structurally safe and 
sound, and in good repair.  
Window, skylight and door frames. Every window, skylight, door and frame shall be kept 
in sound condition, good repair and weather tight. All glazing materials shall be maintained 
free from cracks and holes. Every window, other than a fixed window, shall be easily 
openable and capable of being held in position by window hardware.  
Insect screens. Every window shall be supplied with approved tightly fitting screens of not 
less than 16 mesh per inch and every screen door used for insect control shall have a self-
closing device in good working condition.  
Doors. All exterior doors, door assemblies and hardware shall be maintained in good 
condition. Locks at all entrances to dwelling units and sleeping units shall tightly secure the 
door. Doors shall be equipped with a deadbolt lock designed to be readily openable from the 
side from which egress is to be made without the need for keys, special knowledge or effort 
and shall have a lock throw of not less than 1 inch. Such deadbolt locks shall be installed 
according to the manufacturer’s specifications and maintained in good working order. For the 
purpose of this section, a sliding bolt shall not be considered an acceptable deadbolt lock.  
INTERIOR STRUCTURE  
General. The interior of a structure and equipment therein shall be maintained in good repair, 
structurally sound and in a sanitary condition. Occupants shall keep that part of the structure 
which they occupy or control in a clean and sanitary condition.  
Structural members. All structural members shall be maintained structurally sound, and be 
capable of supporting the imposed loads.  
Interior surfaces. All interior surfaces, including windows and doors, shall be maintained in 
good, clean and sanitary condition. Peeling, chipping, flaking or abraded paint shall be 
repaired, removed or covered. Cracked or loose plaster, decayed wood and other defective 
surface conditions shall be corrected.  
Stairs and walking surfaces. Every stair, ramp, landing, balcony, porch, deck or other 
walking surface shall be maintained in sound condition and good repair. Every handrail and 
guard shall be firmly fastened and capable of supporting normally imposed loads and shall be 
maintained in good condition. Every interior flight of stairs having more than four risers shall 
have a handrail on one side of the stair and every open portion of a stair, landing, balcony, 
ramp or other walking surface which is more than 30 inches above the floor or grade below 
shall have guards. Handrails shall not be less than 30 inches high or more than 42 inches high 
measured vertically above the finished floor of the landing or walking surfaces. Guards shall 
not be less than 30 inches high above the floor of the landing, balcony, or ramp or other 
walking surface.  



Interior doors. Every interior door shall fit reasonably well within its frame and shall be 
capable of being opened and closed by being properly and securely attached to jambs, 
headers or tracks as intended by the manufacturer of the attachment hardware.  
Infestation. All structures shall be kept free from insect and rodent infestation. All structures 
in which insects or rodents are found shall be promptly exterminated by approved processes 
that will not be injurious to human health. After extermination, proper precautions shall be 
taken to prevent re-infestation. The owner of any structure shall be responsible for 
extermination within the structure prior to renting or leasing the structure.  
Room area. Every living room shall contain at least 120 square feet and every bedroom shall 
contain at least 70 square feet.  
Prohibited occupancy. Kitchens and non-habitable spaces shall not be used for sleeping 
purposes.  
Overcrowding. The number of persons occupying a dwelling unit shall not create conditions 
that, in the opinion of the code official, endanger the life, health, safety or welfare of the 
occupants.  
Food preparation. All spaces to be occupied for food preparation purposes shall contain 
suitable space and equipment to store, prepare and serve foods in a sanitary manner.  
Minimum fixtures. Every dwelling unit shall contain its own bathtub or shower, lavatory, 
water closet and kitchen sink which shall be maintained in a sanitary, safe working condition. 
The lavatory shall be placed in the same room as the water closet or located in close 
proximity to the door leading directly into the room in which such water closet is located. A 
kitchen sink shall not be used as a substitute for the required lavatory. All plumbing fixtures 
shall be properly installed and maintained in working order, and shall be kept free from 
obstructions, leaks and defects and be capable of performing the function for which such 
plumbing fixtures are designed. Plumbing fixtures shall have adequate clearances for usage 
and cleaning. All kitchen sinks, lavatories, laundry facilities, bathtubs and showers shall be 
supplied with hot and cold running water.  
General. All plumbing fixtures shall be properly connected to either a public sewer system 
or to an approved private sewage disposal system.  
Water heating facilities. Water heating facilities shall be properly installed, maintained and 
capable of providing an adequate amount of water to be drawn at every required sink, 
lavatory, bathtub, shower and laundry facility at a temperature of not less than 110°F. A gas-
burning water heater shall not be located in any bathroom, toilet room, bedroom or other 
occupied room normally kept closed, unless adequate combustion air is provided. An 
approved combination temperature and pressure-relief valve and relief valve discharge pipe 
shall be properly installed and maintained on water heaters.  
Floor surface. Every toilet room floor shall be maintained to be a smooth, hard, 
nonabsorbent surface to permit such floor to be easily kept in a clean and sanitary condition.  
Heating facilities required. Dwellings shall be provided with heating facilities capable of 
maintaining a room temperature of 68°F in all habitable rooms, bathrooms and toilet rooms. 
Cooking appliances shall not be used to provide space heating to meet the requirements of 
this section.  
Mechanical appliances. All mechanical appliances, fireplaces, and solid fuel-burning 
appliances shall be properly installed and maintained in a safe working condition, and shall 
be capable of performing the intended function.  
Electrical. All electrical equipment, wiring and appliances shall be properly installed and 
maintained in a safe and approved manner.  
Receptacles. Every habitable space in a dwelling shall contain at least two separate and 
remote receptacle outlets. Every laundry area shall contain at least one grounded-type 
receptacle or a receptacle with a ground fault circuit interrupter. Every bathroom shall 
contain at least one receptacle. Any new bathroom receptacle outlet shall have ground fault 
circuit interrupter protection.  
Luminaires. Every habitable room, hall, interior stairway, toilet room, kitchen, bathroom, 
and laundry room shall contain at least one electric light.  



Smoke alarms. Smoke alarms shall be installed and maintained in all dwellings, regardless 
of occupant load at all of the following locations:  
1. On the ceiling or wall outside of each separate sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of 
bedrooms.  
2. In each room used for sleeping purposes.  
3. In each story within a dwelling unit, including basements and cellars but not including 
crawl spaces and uninhabitable attics.  
Power source. Smoke alarms are permitted to be solely battery operated in buildings where 
no construction is taking place. In the event a dwelling is under renovation, smoke alarms 
shall receive their primary power from the building wiring and shall be equipped with a 
battery backup. 


