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A Brief Overview for Property Owners 

International Property Maintenance Code Requirements 

108.6 Unsafe Structure.  

The owner, operator or occupant of a building, premises or equipment deemed unsafe by the code 

official shall abate or cause to be abated or corrected such unsafe conditions either by repair, 

rehabilitation, demolition or other approved corrective action. 

 

302.1 Sanitation.  

All exterior property and premises shall be maintained in a clean, safe and sanitary condition. The 

occupant shall keep that part of the exterior property which such occupant occupies or controls in a 

clean and sanitary condition.  

 

302.2 Grading and drainage.  

All premises shall be graded and maintained to prevent the erosion of soil and to prevent the 

accumulation of stagnant water thereon, or within any structure located thereon.  

 

302.4 Weeds.  

All premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from weeds or plant growth in excess of 12 

inches.  All noxious weeds shall be prohibited. Weeds shall be defined as all grasses, annual plants and 

vegetation, other than trees or shrubs provided; however, this term shall not include cultivated flowers 

and gardens. 

302.8 Motor vehicles.  

Except as provided for in other regulations, no inoperative or unlicensed motor vehicle shall be parked, 

kept or stored on any premises, and no vehicle shall at any time be in a state of major disassembly, 

disrepair, or in the process of being stripped or dismantled. Painting of vehicles is prohibited unless 

conducted inside an approved spray booth.  

 

Exception: A vehicle of any type is permitted to undergo major overhaul, including body work, provided 

that such work is performed inside a structure or similarly enclosed area designed and approved for 

such purposes. 

303.1 Swimming pools.  

Swimming pools shall be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition, and in good repair.  

 

303.2 Enclosures.  

Private swimming pools, hot tubs and spas, containing water more than 24 inches (610 mm) in depth 

shall be completely surrounded by a fence or barrier at least 48 inches (1219 mm) in height above the 

finished ground level measured on the side of the barrier away from the pool. Gates and doors in such 
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barriers shall be self-closing and self-latching. Where the self-latching device is a minimum of 54 inches 

(1372 mm) above the bottom of the gate, the release mechanism shall be located on the pool side of 

the gate. Self-closing and self-latching gates shall be maintained such that the gate will positively close 

and latch when released from an open position of 6 inches (152 mm) from the gatepost. No existing 

pool enclosure shall be removed, replaced or changed in a manner that reduces its effectiveness as a 

safety barrier.  

 

Exception: Spas or hot tubs with a safety cover that complies with ASTM F 1346 shall be exempt from 

the provisions of this section. 

304.2 Protective treatment.  

All exterior surfaces, including but not limited to, doors, door and window frames, cornices, porches, 

trim, balconies, decks and fences, shall be maintained in good condition. Exterior wood surfaces, other 

than decay-resistant woods, shall be protected from the elements and decay by painting or other 

protective covering or treatment. Peeling, flaking and chipped paint shall be eliminated and surfaces 

repainted. All siding and masonry joints, as well as those between the building envelope and the 

perimeter of windows, doors and skylights, shall be maintained weather resistant and water tight. All 

metal surfaces subject to rust or corrosion shall be coated to inhibit such rust and corrosion, and all 

surfaces with rust or corrosion shall be stabilized and coated to inhibit future rust and corrosion. 

Oxidation stains shall be removed from exterior surfaces. Surfaces designed for stabilization by oxidation 

are exempt from this requirement. 

304.18 Building security.  

Doors, windows or hatchways for dwelling units, room units or housekeeping units shall be provided 

with devices designed to provide security for the occupants and property within. 

 

308.1 Accumulation of rubbish or garbage.  

All exterior property and premises, and the interior of every structure, shall be free from any 

accumulation of rubbish or garbage.  

505.3 Water Supply.  

The water supply system shall be installed and maintained to provide a supply of water to plumbing 

fixtures, devices and appurtenances in sufficient volume and at pressures adequate to enable the 

fixtures to function properly, safely, and free from defects and leaks. 

601.2 Electrical & Mechanical Requirements . 

The owner of the structure shall provide and maintain mechanical and electrical facilities and equipment 

in compliance with these requirements. A person shall not occupy as owner-occupant or permit another 

person to occupy any premises which does not comply with the requirements of this chapter. 

 


